
1  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Constitution and rules of the Scottish Arts Club 
as amended, April 2019  

Constitution 
Name 

1 The club shall be called The Scottish Arts Club.  

Objects 

2 The objects of the Club are to promote the interests of the arts in general and social 
intercourse among its members. The arts include, but are not limited to, painting, 
photography, sculpture, architecture, design, music, literature, drama and film.  

Membership 

3 The Club shall consist of ordinary members, honorary members and other classes of 
membership as provided for in the rules. Ordinary members shall be classified as 
professional or lay.  

Council 

4 The affairs of the Club shall be managed by a council of thirteen members. The heritable 
assets of the Club shall be vested in a body of trustees who shall give effect to the 
decisions of Council in matters relating to them. The number of trustees shall not exceed 
nine nor shall be fewer than five. No member of Council, nor a trustee, shall be permitted 
to derive financial benefit from the post nor may the member or trustee serve, at the 
same time, as an employee of the Club. 
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Rules 
Members 

1 Professional members shall be people engaged in a vocation in the arts which include, but 
are not limited to, painting, photography, sculpture, architecture, design, music, literature, 
drama and film. Lay members shall be people interested in the arts. Honorary members 
shall be people engaged professionally or through interest in the arts who are, in the 
opinion of members, worthy of the distinction. There shall be other classes of membership 
as set out in rules 19 to 23. No one under the age of eighteen shall be eligible for election 
as a member.  

Council 

2 Council shall consist of a president, two vice-presidents, an Honorary Secretary, an 
Honorary Treasurer, an Arts Convenor, a Fabric Convenor, a House Convenor, a Social 
Convenor and four ordinary members, two of whom shall be professional and two lay. 
One vice-president shall be a professional member, the other either professional or lay. 
The Arts Convenor shall be a professional member. In any case, there shall be no fewer 
than three professional members of Council.  

Powers of Council 

3 Council is charged with the executive conduct of the Club’s affairs. 

Election of Council 

4 (a) There shall be an election by ballot for membership of Council at the end of ordinary 
business at each annual general meeting. 

 (b) Elections to Council shall be annual. The President shall be eligible for re-election and 
shall hold office for a maximum of two consecutive years subject to paragraph (c) 
below. Other members of Council shall be eligible for re-election and may hold office 
for a maximum of four years in any given role after which they must stand down other 
than when seeking election, but not re-election, to a designated position. No member 
may serve for more than six years continuously on Council excluding time spent as 
President 

 (c) In exceptional circumstances, a president who has served for two consecutive years 
may be elected for a further period of one year on a motion carried by two-thirds of 
the professional and two-thirds of the lay members present and voting.  

Nominations for Council 

5 (a) A nomination list shall be posted on the Club’s notice board at least twenty-eight days 
before an annual general meeting. 

 (b) The closing date for nominations shall be fourteen days before an annual general 
meeting. 

 (c) A printed list of nominations, together with the names of proposers and seconders, 
shall be posted on the Club’s notice board at least fourteen days before an annual 
general meeting. The nomination must have the signed approval of each nominated 
member and be supported by a brief profile of that member’s experience. 
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 (d) Vacancies occurring on Council between one annual general meeting and the next 
shall be filled by Council until the next election, when vacancies shall be filled in the 
normal way. 

Meetings of Council 

6 Council shall meet normally monthly but as frequently as necessary. The quorum for 
meetings shall be seven. 

Committees 

7 (a) Council may appoint advisors or advisory committees, permanent or ad hoc, for any 
purpose. 

 (b) A member of Council shall be the convenor of the membership committee, the 
Honorary Treasurer convenor of the finance committee and the Fabric Convenor the 
convenor of the property committee.] 

 (c) The Honorary Secretary shall keep the minutes of Club, Council and committee 
meetings.  

 (d) Council may designate members of Council or ordinary members of the Club to assist 
the various convenors. 

 (e) Council shall appoint a member of the Club to be Keeper of the Club’s works of art, 
archives, books and other artefacts. The Keeper, who shall hold office at the will of 
Council, shall look after these items and may make proposals to Council for their 
conservation or otherwise. The Keeper shall be responsible for the management of the 
Club’s archives and library other than the disposal of any items or books. The Council may 
designate members of Council or ordinary members of the Club to act as Archivist and as 
Librarian to assist the work of the Keeper. 

Byelaws 

8 Council shall have power to make, amend or rescind byelaws for the proper regulation of 
the Club. The byelaws shall be in conformity with the constitution and rules of the Club 
and current legislation, and shall be exhibited on the Club’s notice board for the guidance 
of members. 

Management 

9 Council may appoint one or more members of staff whose duties may include (a) 
attendance at, and keeping minutes of, Club, Council and committee business meetings, 
(b) general management and administration, marketing and keeping records of Club 
membership matters and of events and bookings, (c) keeping records of the financial 
affairs of the Club and (d) other such duties as Council may determine. Council may 
approve one member of staff to countersign or jointly authorise payments and 
withdrawals, as set out below, from the Club’s bank accounts.  

 All cheques drawn on the Club’s bank accounts, or withdrawals from them, shall be signed 
by two office bearers or by an office bearer and the member of staff approved by Council 
to do so. Electronic payments may be made only by the member of staff approved by 
Council to do so and only where payments have the prior written authorisation of an 
office-bearer. 

  



4  
 

Club staff 

10 Council shall have the sole power of appointing or dismissing any member of the Club 
staff. In an emergency, the President or either vice-president shall have the power of 
appointment or dismissal with the concurrence of two other members of Council and only 
after seeking the advice of the Honorary Secretary on the legalities of any dismissal. A 
member of staff dismissed under this emergency provision shall have the right of appeal to 
Council. 

Trustees 

11 The Council shall appoint the Trustees. Each trustee shall have been a member of the Club 
for no fewer than ten years at the time of appointment. Each trustee shall hold office for 
five years, or during the pleasure of Council, but may resign office at any time after giving 
three months’ notice in writing to Council. At the end of the term of five years, the trustee 
may be invited in writing by Council to continue to serve.  

11 The Trustees shall have the power to pledge the credit of the membership and the assets 
of the Club in Club matters, as well as power of sale, power to sue and defend actions in 
the name of the Club, and power of compromise and submission. These powers shall be 
exercised only after the proposal to exercise any of them has been laid before, and 
approved by, Council. Provided that, if Council refuses approval, the Trustees and Council 
shall meet and, if the Trustees’ proposal is approved by the majority of such a meeting, it 
shall become effective, but not otherwise. 

 A majority of the trustees may act and each shall be liable for her or his own intromissions 
only. 

Annual general meeting 

12 An annual general meeting shall be held not later than thirtieth of April each year. Notice 
of the date of the meeting, its agenda and any proposed changes to the constitution shall 
be issued to members by the Honorary Secretary in written form, whether sent physically 
or electronically, at least twenty-eight days in advance. A form for nomination of members 
to Council shall be issued similarly at that time. 

 Council shall submit to the meeting its report for the year with the Honorary Treasurer’s 
statement of accounts and report of the independent examiner after which the members 
of Council shall be elected and any other business transacted. 

 Any member who has not paid the annual subscription, or proper portion of it, for 
membership, or not paid other dues, in advance of an annual general meeting shall not be 
entitled to vote at that meeting. 

Examination of accounts and report of Council 

13 The financial year of the Club shall close on the thirty-first day of December. The accounts 
shall be reviewed by an independent examiner whose appointment shall be made by 
Council and confirmed by Club members at each annual general meeting. 

 The report of Council, along with an abstract of the accounts for the year and a balance 
sheet showing the actual financial condition of the Club at that date, with the independent 
examiner’s report, shall be issued in written form, whether sent physically or 
electronically, to each member at least fourteen days before the annual general meeting. 
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Special general meetings 

14 Council shall have power to call special general meetings, or special meetings of its 
professional or its lay members, when matters arise which seem to require their 
consideration. Council shall also be required to call a special general meeting if a 
requisition to that effect, signed by not fewer than twenty members, is sent to the 
Honorary Secretary.  

 Notice of the date of a special meeting shall be issued to members in written form, 
whether sent physically or electronically, at least fourteen days in advance. The notice 
shall state the purpose for which the meeting is called. It shall be competent for any 
member to propose a counter motion or amendment at such a meeting without prior 
notice.  

 Any member who has not paid the annual subscription, or proper portion of it, for 
membership, or not paid other dues, in advance of a special meeting shall not be entitled 
to vote at that meeting.  

Quorum for meetings 

15 The quorum for all general and special meetings shall be twenty-five. 

Chairperson’s vote 

16 At all meetings of the Club, its Council and committees, the chairperson shall have, in the 
case of an equal number of votes cast, a second or casting vote. 

Nomination of members 

17 Every candidate for membership shall be proposed by a member of the Club and seconded 
by another member. It shall be understood that the proposer and seconder vouch from 
personal knowledge that the candidate is a fit and proper person to be a member. The names 
of candidates, along with the names of their proposers and seconders, shall be posted on the 
Club’s notice board for at least fourteen days before their election is considered by Council. 

Election of members 

18 The election of members is vested in Council and shall be conducted by unanimous show 
of hands at any business meeting of Council. The convenor of the membership committee, 
or an appointed member of staff, shall keep a register in which shall be entered the names 
of all members, with their usual designations, addresses, the names of their proposers and 
seconders and the dates of their election.  

Special classes of membership 

19 The special classes of membership (whether professional or lay) are honorary, overseas, 
young person, temporary and affiliate.  

None of these classes shall: 

(a) with the exception of young people, have any voice in the management of the Club, by 
vote or otherwise. However, honorary members who have been ordinary professional 
or lay members for ten years or more may take part in discussions or debates at 
general meetings, but shall have no vote, or 

(b) with the exception of young people in respect of election to Council, be eligible for 
election to any of the Club’s offices, or 
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(c) with the exception of honorary members in terms or rule 32, be entitled to share in 
any surplus of assets on a winding up of the Club, or 

(d) be liable for the debts or other obligations of the Club, or, 

(e) with the exception of overseas and young person members, be liable for any form of 
membership dues, and, 

(f) with the exception of honorary members, be entitled to enjoy reciprocal arrangements 
made with other Clubs in terms of rule 24.  

 Except as provided in these rules, the special classes of membership shall be entitled, in all 
other respects, to the rights and privileges, and be subject to the obligations, of 
membership.  

Honorary members 

20 Council may recommend, to any general meeting, people who, in their opinion, are worthy 
of the distinction of honorary membership in terms of rule 1. The names of the people so 
recommended shall be posted on the Club’s notice board for at least fourteen days prior 
to the meeting. Their election shall be decided by a majority vote at that meeting. 
Honorary members shall not be required to pay any entrance fee or annual subscriptions 
and they shall be free to attend the Club and enjoy its privileges. Honorary membership ex 
officio may be granted, at the discretion of Council, to consuls general or directors of 
cultural institutes.  

Overseas members 

21 Overseas membership shall be open to anyone who does not reside in the United Kingdom 
for more than sixty days in any calendar year.  

Young person and temporary members  

22 Young person membership is open only to people below thirty-five years of age. Members 
admitted under this rule may, at the discretion of Council, transfer immediately and 
without further proposal to another class of membership determined by Council, at the 
appropriate level of annual subscription.  

 Council shall have power at any of their meetings to elect to temporary membership, not 
exceeding twelve months in duration, at a rate of subscription and on such conditions to 
be determined by Council in each case, people who are in other respects eligible for 
ordinary membership. Such elections shall proceed under rules 17 and 18.  

 Council shall also have powers to elect to temporary membership people within the 
following or similar categories, in which cases the election shall be exempt from the 
conditions of rule 17: 

 (a) people contributing, as artistes, performers, exhibitors, designers, producers, directors 
or as other contributors, to the Edinburgh International Festival, to the Edinburgh Film 
Festival, to Festival Fringe productions and to all other festivals in Edinburgh approved 
by Council;  

 (b) people who are professional performers in the fields of music and drama, whose 
income is derived in whole or in part from performance fees, and who perform from 
time to time without fee at the Club's social events and gatherings.  
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Affiliate members 

23 Council may enter into arrangements with other societies or organisations at home or 
abroad for the occasional use of the Clubhouse by their properly accredited members. The 
people so accredited who wish to enjoy the facilities of the Club may do so to the extent 
provided for in the affiliation agreement, and its terms and conditions, and at a 
subscription that Council may determine.  

 Rule 19 applies to members admitted under this rule. Any affiliation agreement entered 
into may be terminated by Council if the agreement is no longer deemed to be in the 
interests of the Club.  

Reciprocal arrangements  

24 Council may enter into arrangements with other Clubs at home or abroad for the occasional 
use of the Clubhouse and privileges by their properly accredited members. Members of such 
reciprocating Clubs who wish to enjoy this provision shall, on production of satisfactory 
evidence of their qualifying and continuing membership, be accorded the facilities of 
temporary membership on an occasional basis without any entry fee or subscription.  

 Members admitted under this rule shall have no voice in the management of the Club, or 
any interests in its assets or obligations for its liabilities. They shall not be classed in any of 
the other sections of membership and shall not be eligible to vote or hold any office in the 
Club.  

 Members of the Club who wish to visit other clubs under these arrangements shall obtain 
a letter of introduction prior to their visit. 

Membership dues 

25 The amounts payable as dues of membership, whether as entrance fees, subscriptions, 
levies or any other dues shall be fixed in general meeting from time to time. However, 
without the need to call a general meeting, Council may, in any year, increase the annual 
subscriptions by up to the level of the Retail Price Index, as measured in September of that 
year, or by 3%, whichever is the greater. Rises in excess of this sum will continue to require 
the approval of members at a general meeting. 

 The Club may fix different levels of dues to be paid by various categories of members. 
Members may be categorised for this purpose by residence, age, length of membership of 
the Club or as domestic partners or members of a family or on any other basis agreed in 
general meeting and by any combination of these criteria.  

 The distinction by residence shall be:  

 (a) in the case of members who were members prior to 1 January 1997, between those 
who have any residence, studio or place of business within the City of Edinburgh 
Council area who shall be categorised as resident, and those who do not; and  

 (b) in the case of members who became members after 1 January 1997, between those 
who have any residence, studio or place of business within a fifty-kilometre radius of 
the Club, who shall be categorised as resident, and those who do not. A residence, 
studio or place of business situated north of the River Forth is within a fifty-kilometre 
radius of the Club only if it is situated within a twenty-five-kilometre-radius of the 
north side of the Queensferry Crossing. 
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 The annual subscription shall be payable on the first day of January in each year after 
which no notice of withdrawal shall exempt the retiring member from payment of the 
current year’s subscription. The subscription may be paid in twelve monthly instalments 
beginning on the first day of January, provided that the instalments are made by the 
member’s bank on some suitable form of standing arrangement. 

 If the annual subscription of any member remains unpaid on the first day of February, or if 
an instalment payment of any member remains unpaid one calendar month after the date 
on which it is due, this default shall be reported to Council which shall have power to take 
such action as it decides is appropriate and which may post the name of any defaulting 
member on the Club’s notice board.  

 The election to membership of anyone who fails to make payment of any entrance fee and 
annual subscription within two months of its intimation, by the Honorary Secretary or an 
appointed member of staff, shall lapse and, thereafter, admission to membership shall be 
only upon re-nomination and re-election.  

Suspense list  

26 Any members who go abroad for a considerable period shall be entitled, after giving due 
notice in writing to the Honorary Secretary or an appointed member of staff, to have their 
names placed on a suspense list to be kept by the Honorary Secretary or an appointed 
member of staff. So long as such members reside continuously abroad, they shall not be 
liable for any annual subscription, provided always that they pay such subscription as 
Council may determine for the year during the currency of which they return to the United 
Kingdom. In the event of a temporary visit to Scotland, during which they may wish to 
avail themselves of the privileges of membership, they shall pay such subscription as 
Council may determine.  

Guests 
27 Except at general and special meetings, each member shall have the privilege of 
introducing guests. Except by previously-obtained permission of Council, no more than 
three guests may be introduced on any single occasion and no guests shall be introduced 
more frequently than twice in any calendar month.  

 A guest, only when accompanied by a member, may purchase alcoholic liquor within the 
Clubhouse but only after the name and address of the guest, and the name of the 
introducing member, have been entered in a guest book held for the purpose behind the 
serving area. No alcoholic liquor shall be sold or supplied in the Clubhouse to anyone 
under the age of 18.  

 On the recommendation of three members of the Club, at least one of whom shall be a 
member of Council, anyone, who under rule 1 would be eligible for election as an ordinary 
member of the Club, may enjoy the privileges of the Clubhouse for a period of seven days. 
The name and address of that guest, and the recommending members, shall be recorded 
in a book kept for that purpose. On a like recommendation, similarly recorded, these 
privileges may be extended for a further period not exceeding fourteen days but shall not 
be accorded to the same guest more often than once in six months.  
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Temporary closing 

28 Council shall have power, for special purposes, to close the Clubhouse temporarily, either 
in whole or in part. Notice in advance of such temporary closing shall be issued in written 
form whether sent physically or electronically, to members and shall be posted on the Club’s 
notice board.  

Resignation of members 

29 Any member resigning from the Club shall give written notice to the Honorary Secretary or 
appointed member of staff and, from the date of its acceptance by Council, the member 
shall forfeit all claims on the Club’s assets but shall be liable for the appropriate proportion 
of all legal obligations of the Club for one year thereafter.  

Death of members 

30 On the death of any member, the member’s heirs and representatives shall have no claim 
on the Club’s assets nor shall they be held liable for any of its obligations.  

Expulsion of members 

31 If the conduct of any member either within the Clubhouse or elsewhere is such as to 
appear to Council to affect adversely the character, reputation or interest of the Club, 
Council may recommend that the member resign from the Club. Such recommendation 
shall be addressed to the member, in writing, by the Honorary Secretary or another office-
bearer, and sent by recorded delivery to the member’s last known address.  

 If, within the period of twenty-one days after the date of mailing this letter, the member 
has not intimated resignation, Council may resolve that membership shall cease. Such 
resolution shall be intimated to the member in writing and mailed as described above. If 
the member has not previously intimated an appeal, as provided below, such resolution 
shall become final and effective on the twenty-first day after the date of sending the latter 
letter.  

 If the member wishes to appeal against Council’s resolution, this shall be intimated in 
writing to the Honorary Secretary of the Club who shall, as soon as convenient thereafter, 
call a special general meeting, giving at least eight days’ notice to members, for the 
purpose of considering a motion by the member that the resolution of Council shall be 
rescinded. No such motion shall be deemed to be carried unless at least two-thirds of 
those present and voting at the meeting vote in favour of the motion. The vote shall be 
taken by ballot. If the motion is not carried, the resolution shall then become final and 
effective. Anyone who has ceased to be a member under this rule shall cease immediately 
to have any interest in the assets, funds and effects of the Club.  

Winding up of the Club 

32 At any time, it shall be competent for three-fourths of professional members and three-
fourths of lay members to instruct Council to arrange to wind up the Club. The Honorary 
Secretary shall call a special general meeting of members for the purpose of considering 
this instruction, giving at least fourteen days’ written notice, whether sent physically or 
electronically. A vote shall be taken at the meeting by secret ballot of all members of the 
Club present and provision shall be made for members to vote in writing, whether sent 
physically or electronically, or to appoint a proxy to vote on the member’s behalf at the 
meeting. 
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 If any surplus remains after legal debts and obligations have been met, the members of 
the Club shall be entitled to a share of the surplus in proportion to the periods of five 
years’ membership they have completed with no regard being paid to any period of less 
than a complete five years during which they have had voting rights. Honorary members 
shall be entitled to share in the surplus in respect of complete periods of five years during 
which they were voting members.  

Refreshments 

33 All charges incurred by members shall be settled at the time. No member shall be granted 
credit.  

Gratuities 

34 No member shall give gratuities to any member of the Club’s staff on any pretext 
whatsoever. However, members may contribute to a staff fund administered by the House 
Convenor or an appointed member of staff.  

Interest in the sale of alcoholic liquor 

35 No member of Council, nor any member of the Club’s staff, shall have any personal 
financial or other interest in the supply or sale of alcoholic liquors with the Clubhouse.  

Sale or supply of alcoholic liquor 

36. The sale and supply of alcoholic liquor shall be in accordance with all applicable and 
current legislation. No alcoholic liquor shall be sold or supplied in the Clubhouse for 
consumption off the premises except to a member of the Club in person for consumption 
by that member or to anyone holding a licence for the sale of such liquor. 

Minimum membership 

37 There shall be a minimum of 25 members of the Club.  

Distribution of constitution and rules 

38 Each member shall receive from the Honorary Secretary or appointed member of staff a 
copy of the Club’s constitution and rules but no member shall be absolved from the action 
of these rules on the plea of their not having been received.  

Alteration of constitution and rules 

39. No alteration or addition to the constitution and rules of the Club shall take place except 
at an annual general meeting or at a special general neeting called in terms of the rules 
and after a notice of motion, specifying the exact changes proposed, has been made to the 
Honorary Secretary and intimated to members in the notice calling the meeting. The 
notice shall invite members to propose amendments in writing which must be submitted 
to the Honorary Secretary and shall be intimated to members by the Honorary Secretary 
at least fourteen days before the annual general meeting. Any changes shall require the 
agreement at such a meeting of two-thirds of the professional members and two-thirds of 
the lay members present and voting. 


