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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Scottish Arts Club held at the Scottish 

Arts Club on 28 April 2018 at 11:00am 

 

The President, Marilyn Jeffcoat, opened the meeting at 11:06am.  

Apologies:  

James and Elizabeth (Betta) Adams, Harry Andrews, James Boyle, John Cassels, Siobhan 

Coward, Kathy Crawford Hay, Ian and Elizabeth Currie, Ron Davis, Irene Gill, Hamish 

Haswell Smith, Debbie Hayes, Rob Hayes, Bruce Logan, David Lyle, Carol Main, Gordon 

Mitchell, Michael Glen, Hamish Oliver, Alastair Ritchie, Louise Rhodes, James Rust, Colin 

Smart, Anna Stapleton, Lorraine Veitch Rutherford, Ben Williams, George and Doreen 

Wilson, Gordon Wyllie, Andre Wyss,  

 

1. Quorum 

The meeting was quorate; 63 attendees noted (61 voting and 2 non-voting). 

 

2. Matters arising from the 2017 AGM minutes 

None.  

 

3. Approval of the Minutes of the AGM 2017 

The minutes of the 2017 AGM were approved as proposed by Nola Meikle, seconded by 

Linda Greig 

 

4. President’s Report 

The Council's Report for 2017–2018 has been circulated in advance to Members. It outlined 

the two main strategic aims over the last year: to get the building into shape, which requires 

substantial funding, and to attract substantial new membership through making the Club 

better known as a place where the arts meet. The Short Story Award and the Portrait Award, 

run by the Club’s Charitable Trust, both attracted national and international entries and 

visitors to the Club. We now have classes and interest groups meeting most days of the 

week, covering everything from art classes and regular groups in the studio through to 

opera, writing and drama. The physical environment has been improved using volunteer 

labour and generous donations from Members, including a new cooker, a new piano, new 

gas fires, new carpet for the Clubroom and cloakroom, cleaning for the Clubroom chairs and 

refurbishing in the studio. 

The President wanted to add her sincere appreciation to the several Members of Council 

who would not be standing for the 2018 Council and, in particular, to Bruce Ward, Lay Vice-

President, who has organised the 2018 AGM. Council Members and many Club Members 
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have given generously of time and expertise to ensure that the Club runs well for the benefit 

of all: membership has increased under Bruce Ward's membership team, which included 

Judy Gray and Monica Bell; Barbara Mackie has added much needed colour to the vital 

money figures for the Club; Coin Munro and the arts team have provided exhibitions of both 

artistic merit and commercial success; studio usage has increased under Jane Ward's studio 

team (Kenny Johnstone, Joyce Campbell), providing both increased usage and also 

welcomed income; Anna Stapleton and the events group have provided a wide range of well 

attended events; Charles Clarke, with Maureen, has promoted the Club to the outside world 

and organised special events; and Judy Gray has resuscitated the old 200 Club as the Wee 

Projects Fund. Fergus Purdie and Debbie Hayes have dealt with the never-ending issues 

arising in our old building, including the urgent replacement of the boiler, which simply died 

recently.  

In addition we have a fabulous staff team, who have provided effective support in all our 

activities: Steve and Yong Mei in the kitchen, Valerie and Kevin in the office, and Jay and his 

team in the bar. 

Club Members have contributed both with their time in various projects, such as the garden 

and the improvements to the second floor, and with generous donations for specific projects. 

There is, of course, a continual supply of things for our wish list, including a new flagpole!  

The President's Report was accepted as proposed by John Young, seconded by Hilary 

Munro. 

 

5. Honorary Treasurer’s Report 

The Annual Report and Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31 December 2017 have 

been circulated to all Members. 

Barbara Mackie outlined the main features of the year's accounts. Income had been 

increased by commission on art sales, special classes in the studio and increased 

membership. However, outgoings have also increased, particularly for heating and lighting, 

staff costs and pensions and insurance.  As a result there was a small loss for the year to 31  

December 2017 of £1194. At the end of March 2018, there was a projected deficit for the 

current year unless receipts are higher than expected, or expenditure less. Action is being 

taken on both fronts. 

The Treasurer's Report was accepted as proposed by Christina Anderson and seconded by 

Diana Allen. 
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6. Appointment of reporting accountant 

The President recommended that Angela Fraioli should be appointed as reporting 

accountant for the year 2018. This was accepted unanimously as proposed by Marilyn 

Jeffcoat, seconded by Judy Gray. 

+ 

7. Election of Officers of the Council 

There were three nominations for two positions as Lay Members: Monica Bell, Howard 

Rose, and Robert Anderson. The President stated that while the Constitution only allowed 

for two Lay Members, she would look to co-opt the third person onto Council when the new 

Council met so that talent would not be lost.  

The meeting then voted and the following were appointed: Howard Rose and Robert 

Anderson. 

The President asked those elected for 2018 to stand up so the Members could identify the 

new Council Members (Lynne Hainsworth and Robert Anderson were not present).  

President: Marilyn Jeffcoat 

Vice-President Professional: Barbara Mackie 

Vice-President Lay:  Hilary Mounfield 

Honorary Secretary: Lynne Hainsworth 

Honorary Treasurer: Simon Constable 

Honorary Architect: Fergus Purdie 

Art Convenor: Colin Munro 

Social Convenor: Anna Stapleton 

House Convenor: Debbie Hayes 

Professional Ordinary Members: none 

Lay Ordinary Members: Robert Anderson and Howard Rose 

 

8. Any other business 

Judy Gray reminded Members how to join the Wee Projects, with a unit costing £10 per 

month and a monthly prize of £50, which is placed behind the bar. The Fund has already 

provided, among other things, a new projector screen, thermostatic valves for the radiators, 

the shortfall from the donation to cover the carpeting in the cloakroom and a small vacuum 

cleaner for the studio.  

The President announced that Ian Gordon Brown had given the Club a copy of a book of 

poetry written by his mother Irene Brown, who had been at Bletchley Park. Mollie Marcellino 

pointed out that Irene had been a member of the Club from 1983 to 2011 and had died aged 

98 in 2016. There is a copy of her book of poetry and of her history in the Club library. 
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Marilyn thought it appropriate for us to close by remembering Club members who had died in 

the year, in particular George Innes, John Martin and Gordon Turner -Thomson. 

The AGM was closed at 11:45pm. 

 

Open discussion 

1. Duncan Thomson asked that Council looked at the possibility of installing a lift in the 

hallway to make access easier to the upper floors. He also pointed out the problem with 

access from the street and suggested a ramp was needed, possibly one that folded down 

when required as used elsewhere. The issue of building regulations and the listing of the 

building made a lift a difficult proposition. 

2. The clear need to increase membership, particularly for the younger age groups, was 

outlined by Bruce Ward, who suggested that the Young Member group should be extended 

from age 35 to age 40 (paying £120 per year) with an interim increase in fee to £240 per 

year for those aged 40–45 years. This was supported by Christina Anderson. 

3. Jeanette Davidson pointed out that there were still people who took advantage of the Club 

by using it only for a single group and paying the minimal contribution for that group (e.g., 

model fee). If the Club benefits were clearly only for Club Members it might persuade more 

people to join. 

4. Lynne Cooper asked if there could be simple food for the evenings, such as soup and rolls 

or cheese and biscuits, as this had been something that younger Members felt would 

encourage them to use the Club in the early evening. The President said this had been 

raised in Council last year and would be looked at. 

5. It was noted that revenue per Member has been flat for several years and it may be time 

to make a small increase, such as £40, which would help to deal with increasing costs. 

6. The President said she was considering ideas such as a Friday evening only membership 

at say £10 month (£2.50 per Friday) and affiliate membership. She was asked if outside 

events, as well as taking up the Club premises, were subsidised by Members but she said all 

such events are self-supporting. 

7. John McLeod considered that the Club was not well known among musical professionals 

and that perhaps some sort of reciprocal arrangements should be sought. The President 

pointed out that the subscriptions have to be similar for both and the Club needed to ensure 

that it was not providing a cheap venue with no advantage to the Club. 

8. The President also pointed out that many outside events that were open to Members were 

not well attended, such as the BID events. It was suggested that Members do not always 

know if they can or cannot attend and this needed to be made clearer so that the balance of 

outside people and Members could be achieved. 
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9. The piano cover was donated with the condition that it remained on all the time but some 

Members had felt that this discouraged its use. The opinion of the meeting was sought and a 

majority felt that it should be covered only for events where it might need protection. It was 

pointed out that the cover also maintained a constant temperature and it was suggested that 

it should also be put on at closing on a Saturday and taken off on the Tuesday morning 

opening. 

10. Those attending were asked if they liked having short minutes available in the Clubroom 

but there was little interest shown. 

11. The collection for Erick raised £500. 

12. The President closed by asking for volunteers to help with publicity, including with the 

website, facebook, twitter, instagram etc. Someone was also needed to progress the idea of 

a Who's Who. There was a book for the centenary in 1974 and maybe a new one should be 

considered for the 150-year anniversary. 

Meeting closed at 12:30pm. 


